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It was a pleasure to review the 2007
revised edition of Robin William’s
1995 text The Garden Designer. Hav-
ing missed the opportunity to read
this publication in its first form, I am
grateful to APLD for having Mr.
Williams as a friend and member and

for having introduced me to his work.

As a garden designer, I would be only
be too happy master all of the princi-
ples and design skills presented in this
book. Although written for an audi-
ence of avid gardeners, it truly is a re-
book  for
landscape designers

source professional

In his book, Williams illustrates how
professional landscape designers
achieve successful designs. As he
notes in the introduction, “The Gar-
den Designer gives you, the reader, ac-
cess to this
experience.”

knowledge and

The information is organized as De-

sign I and Design II courses, much
like listings in a coutse catalogue. Each
chapter includes instruction, tesources
and examples. The author discusses:
design principles; homeowner (client)
needs; site planning, including an ex-
planation of triangulation; site analy-
sis; perspective; working plans; and
construction.

Each section is several pages in length,
providing ample information for read-
ers to formulate ideas, do more
research and then have a go at
construction.

The book emphasized the use
of plants as design elements.
The sketches certainly show a
knowledge and love of plants
that for many readers is the cen-
ter of landscape design.

While many books are abound
with the information required to
successtully choose plants, this
book does not do this. What
Williams does provide are clear,
basic instructions for construct-
ing walks, edgings, walls, stairs,
patios, decks, fences, gates, pergolas,
arbors, gazebos, greenhouses and
water features.

Wonderful illustrations complement
written explanations. The drawings
add charm and clarity; elevations and
perspectives are unmatched. The re-
sult is like a mixture of the best chil-
dren’s book illustrations (think of
Peter Rabbit or The House at Pooh
Corner) and scientific illustration. I
tound myself wishing to enter them
and sit down for a read.

From the point of view of a land-
scape designer, the best part of the
book is toward the end where 12 gar-

den plans are exquisitely drawn. I ob-
served clear design elements in each
of them. These include the use of
repetition of shapes, paths through
the yards, focal points, sutprise gar-
dens, use of land contours, combina-

tions of hardscape materials, plant
combinations and garden rooms,
where people will sit, play, visit, eat,
swim and possibly even sleep.

Mr. Williams notes, “Always remem-
ber that garden designs evolve from
several starting points. Pure inspira-
tion is one, but the nature of the site
itself and the needs of the people
who use the garden are paramount.”
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